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On February 26, 2004, over 350 housing stakeholders gathered at City Hall to participate
in the Mayor’s Affordable Housing Summit. Everyone present was energized to make housing
happen in Toronto and offered real affordable housing solutions.

All three orders of government, community agencies, corporations and residents provided
ideas and solutions. Federal and provincial ministers pledged to constructively work together
with the City of Toronto. This report presents the ideas and solutions that came forward,
including the comments and suggestions that participants shared in their summit workbooks.

Despite Toronto’s economic growth over the past few years, many residents are living in
poverty. Families live every month with a choice between feeding the kids and paying the
rent. One of the summit’s goals was to address these issues and encourage all stakeholders
to actively participate in solutions.

Housing is a foundation. People who are secure in their homes can plan for the future,
invest in their jobs and upgrade their skills. Affordable housing has an impact on the
whole city and the whole community. At the summit, we worked together to voice what
needs to be done and how to make it happen. We have a lot of work ahead of us and we
all share in the responsibility to take action.

Thank you for sharing in this important step to make housing happen. I look forward to
working with you in the months ahead to provide decent and affordable homes for the
people of Toronto.

Mayor David Miller
City of Toronto
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Government panel highlights
Mayor David Miller
“I commit to you today that the City will do more to contribute to solutions. We will strengthen our own policies and programs,
and we will speed the delivery of housing developments wherever we can.”

“I am committed to an agenda of action on this file. I will ask City Council to endorse an action plan on affordable housing.
I look forward to hearing ideas today to help me pull that action plan together.”

The Honourable Andy Scott, Federal Minister of State Responsible for CMHC
“The federal government has made a clear commitment to create more affordable housing, particularly in urban areas, 
and to provide renovation assistance to low-income Canadians.”

“The Government of Canada has clearly put its commitment on the table for support for municipalities, for housing and for
infrastructure. We can work together to eliminate barriers to getting more affordable housing built and respond quickly to
helping those who are unable to help themselves.”

The Honourable David Caplan, Provincial Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal
“I believe we have entered a new era of co-operation, and it is only by working together that we can get more affordable
housing built in Ontario.”

“We are going to meet our goal to provide affordable housing for needy people in Ontario. And we are going to play our 
part in creating the kind of caring, compassionate society in which we can all be proud.”

The Honourable John Gerretsen, Provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs,
Minister Responsible for Housing
“We are prepared to do the tough work so we can deliver on the priorities of the people of Ontario, the priorities we ran on,
and that the people voted for. And one of those priorities is to strengthen communities by addressing the affordable housing
challenges many of them face.”

“The Government of Ontario promised a comprehensive housing strategy, and that is what we intend to deliver.”

The Honourable Sandra Pupatello, Provincial Minister of Community and Social
Services, Minister Responsible for Women’s Issues
“I look forward to working with you on these issues because we have got to solve these problems. Whether you are from
Toronto or outside Toronto, it is the jewel of Ontario and it has to work right.”

For a complete transcript of government panel speeches, go to www.toronto.ca/mayor_miller/housingsummit_04
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Stakeholder panel highlights
John Andras, President, The Rotary Club of Toronto
“The future of Toronto for the next 50 years will be determined by decisions made over the next two years. For Toronto to
become a liveable city, all levels of government must invest in deep core affordable housing, in rent subsidies, in supportive
housing.”

Derek Burleton, Senior Economist, TD Bank Financial Group
“Without tackling major urban problems such as affordable housing, we will surely fall short, since the links between social
health and economic performance have become more blurred than ever. And in this case, an inadequate supply of housing in
a community can be a major impediment to business investment and growth.”

Cathy Crowe, Street Nurse, Atkinson Economic Justice Fellow
“We must shift our values to make housing and homeless services an official priority — in this City — in this province — in
this country! Certain things must be declared as a basic right.”

Cary Green, Executive Vice President,
Development, Verdiroc Development Corporation
“Very simply, we all have to use our strengths to achieve the end goal.”

“We excel at all that relates to ‘bricks & sticks’ and at all aspects of projects and construction management. The social 
housing groups excel at all that relates to people and their needs. We have to work together to combine our skills.”

Brigitte Witkowski, Executive Director,
Supportive Housing Coalition of Metropolitan Toronto
“The NIMBY voices, the too few, too loud voices have transformed democratic forums into places focused on people zoning.”

Julie Di Lorenzo, President, Diamente Urban Corporation
“Our goal should be to assist wherever possible to provide access to affordable ownership while in the immediate term, 
we bridge the gap with cost-effective solutions like rent supplements and targeted rent-geared-to-income housing.”

Angela Robertson, Executive Director, Sistering: A Woman’s Place
“It is not sufficient to just create bricks and mortar. There needs to be an investment in the community-based services that
will ensure successful maintenance of tenancy.”

For a complete transcript of stakeholder panel speeches, go to www.toronto.ca/mayor_miller/housingsummit_04
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Housing stock
■ Number of households in Toronto (2001) 943,080

Percent owning their homes 51%
Percent renting their homes 49%

■ Average rents of private rental apartments (October 2003)
Bachelor: $734
One-bedroom: $884
Two-bedroom: $1,045
Three-bedroom: $1,225

Need
■ 552,300 households have incomes below the poverty line — about 1 in 5 people in Toronto live in poverty (2001)

■ In Toronto, 95,750 households pay more than 50% of their income on rent; 198,500 households pay more 
than 30% (2001)

■ In November 2003, 73,000 households were on the social housing waiting list. In November 2003, 403 households
were housed

■ There are 52,750 households living in the private rental market whose income source is Ontario Works

■ The shelter component of Ontario Works
Single adult $325
Parent with one child $511
Family of four (2 adults, 2 children) $602

■ In Toronto, the Ontario Works shelter allowance for a family of four is 49% of the average rent (3+ bedrooms)

■ The shelter component of the Ontario Disability Support Plan
Single adult $414
Parent with one child $652
Family of four $768

■ The number of eviction applications in 2003 was 28,555 — 84% due to rent arrears or non-payment.

Sources: Statistics Canada 2001 Census, 2003 Toronto Report Card on Housing and Homelessness, 
CMHC Rental Market Survey 2003, Toronto Real Estate Board data 2003

Government-assisted Housing Production
City of Toronto, 1984 to 2010

1984 1986 1988 1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010

Annual Target  Non-Profit Housing Programs Let’s Build and SCPI Units  Addition of National Housing Program
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1984 - 1996 24,468 units

1997 - 2010 3,439 units

14-year shortfall 24,561 units
(anticipated from 1997 to 2010)

■ Average vacancy rate (October 2003) 3.9%

■ Average re-sale price (2003) $318,029

■ Number of social housing units 108,000
■ Number with rents geared to income 70,000
■ Number of supportive or transitional 

housing units in Toronto 6,340

■ Number of persons using shelters (2002) 31,985

City of Toronto housing snap-shot
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■ Broaden the housing spectrum that is accessible 
for homeless, pregnant and parenting youth.

■ Advocate for housing needs of children, families and
youth wards aged 16 – 21 who are leaving CAS care.

■ As a person on ODSP, I haven’t financial resources to 
do much, but I might be able to help somehow.

■ Put the call out for rent supplement program. The 
program is running, and doesn’t take any time to set
up. Just some money and not much compared to the
size of problem.

■ Advocate for rent supplements, increases in the Ontario
Works shelter allowance, expansion of the rooming house
licensing by-laws across the amalgamated city, and amal-
gamation of zoning by-laws to allow rooming houses in
North York, Scarborough, East York and York.

■ As a pension fund-owned real estate company, we can
provide the private sector equity necessary to build new
housing.

■ My agency can educate people, businesses, community
about how affordable, supportive housing exists now, is
efficiently run and is an asset in communities.

■ Bring seniors and providers of housing for seniors to the
table to ensure that seniors’ needs are addressed. 

■ Research seniors’ housing needs, educate against
NIMBYism, advocate and take direct action to create
affordable seniors’ housing.

■ Share our knowledge on affordable supportive housing
for seniors, to help seniors “age in place.”

■ Respond to community resistance — mobilize  the faith
community and others to speak up in favour of affordable
and supportive housing.

■ Encourage our church congregation to support affordable
housing, help groups raise more funding, and ask every
City Councillor to form a local support group for affordable
housing in their ward.

■ I work with failing church congregations to use their
land to build small affordable condominiums.

■ Educate our community about importance and need of
affordable housing, and focus on brownfield development.

■ Develop referral agreements with co-op housing providers
to increase access to affordable housing (RGI) for young
parents and their children.

■ Be a tiny but loud voice to work to stop NIMBYism,
which stops affordable housing in all areas of Toronto;
support affordable housing plans when at neighbourhood
meetings.

■ Continue to make connections with housing workers
across the city, and let workers know what affordable
housing projects are underway so they can help their
clients apply.

■ Share research and recommendations from the National
Summit on Affordable Home Ownership, and raise the
capacity of Habitat for Humanity Toronto.

■ I am homeless, so all I can do is keep on speaking for
homeless people until someone does something.

■ Conduct energy audits and help housing providers 
complete energy retrofits, which reduce operating 
costs and also improve tenant comfort — would like 
to see this model rolled out to all affordable housing.

■ Help groups secure support in the planning process, and
to deal with neighbourhood resistance.

■ Work with other people in the community on city com-
mittees, coalitions and groups; continue to advocate for
housing and also for governments to build housing.

■ Continue to connect with people who are homeless,
continue to be aware of the needs and challenges in the
community; include people who are homeless and poor
in creating solutions — it’s important that people have
a voice and do not become  invisible.

Responding to the questions
Question #1: What actions or contributions can you make towards implementing
affordable housing solutions?

Summit participants are ready for action and willing to contribute to affordable housing solutions.
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■ Working to redevelop our half-acre property for affordable
supportive housing.

■ Work with financial and insurance institutions to 
reduce banking charges, loan costs and insurance 
fees for affordable housing.

■ I can volunteer to work on Habitat homes.

■ Contribute my expertise of working with underhoused,
homeless people.

■ Advise people on their rights and help them mediate
with landlords. In our experience, discrimination against
young families, youth, people with disabilities, newcomers
to Canada, aboriginal people and people receiving
social assistance is a leading crisis of homelessness.

■ If I see any empty buildings or if I hear of an office
building about to be sold, I could let David Miller know;
attend housing meetings and bring my suggestions; can
put meeting notices on my homeless memorial Web site.

■ Work to acquire additional funding to double our portfolio
of supportive housing.

■ As citizens of Toronto, we need to make it clear 
that the present status is not clearly good enough!

■ Decrease current waiting list for subsidized housing 
by offering current subsidized renters an incentive or
program to take them off the system and into the 
rental and home ownership markets.

■ You can't do anything about us, or for us, without us.
The poor, the survivors, immigrants and youth have 
been totally under-represented in the planning of our
own future housing. We all have different needs around 
personal space.

■ Close down the hostels and the anti-poverty industry,
allow squats in buildings not occupied for six months or
more, and end the harassment of rooming houses and
bachelorettes.

■ Continue volunteering, and get involved in an affordable
housing project.

■ Options for Homes has developed a model that if imple-
mented by six or seven non-profit development agencies
in Toronto could deliver 5,000 units a year of housing

that would cost the average rent level in Toronto. With
minimal policy support, 25% of these units could be
made available to households below the poverty line
and the working poor.

■ Coordinating a major effort to mobilize Anglican Church
members and leaders to action on the housing issue in a
variety of ways.

■ Continue to advocate within my role as a harm reductionist
who provides services for a very marginalized group;
educate community members about the importance of 
providing shelter for all; and provide honest support to
individuals who are homeless.

■ Build affordable housing in alleyways, or retrofit older
buildings to be used as affordable housing.

■ Urge the provincial government to implement some 
reasonable cap on housing rentals; along with investing
money into abandoned buildings to refurbish and open
more transitional programs.

■ I can personally pay more provincial and federal income
tax targeted towards affordable housing.

■ We can involve over 1,100 families to advocate for
RGI/support services for mentally disordered persons.

■ Provide advocacy for RGI issues. This is a priority for all
the clients that we serve. I would like an opportunity to
educate landlords around this — RGI is manageable
and immediately applicable.

■ Establish local trusteeships that would assist the seniors
and newly-housed homeless persons with financial
management.

■ Advocate for changes to the Tenant Protection Act.

■ Non-profit groups CARE — their contribution to stability
and commitment to long-term affordability should be
recognized.

■ Use our newsletter to educate our members about the
need for supportive housing and possible solutions.

■ Offer the OWN Co-op Supportive Housing (Dixon Hall) or
Frontiers Foundation’s Project Amik as role models for
successful affordable housing.
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■ The Summit and other forums are a good step toward
networking and relationship building.

■ All levels could look at their own property and rethink it
as usable for housing (e.g., why not build over LCBOs,
parking lots, etc.).

■ Realize that providing capital support dollars are 
important, but building is the easiest piece. Community
agencies carry the load of operating, finding support
dollars and sticking it out with people; there needs to
be open dialogue with these agencies.

■ Remain in open dialogue with community agencies.

■ Assist with education on how to construct low-cost
housing that has longevity, reduced maintenance.

■ The low-income housing builders should be trusted
to manage processes with fewer snags than a direct
committee of one or all levels of government.

■ Forget about new programs and build on existing 
programs. Spend on the problem first of supportive
housing and then on affordable.

■ Governments must commit to multi-year funding and
use existing infrastructure to deliver.

■ Define affordable, be realistic, and don’t be afraid of
demanding a means test to keep the money focused 
on greatest need.

■ Allow each area of expertise take responsibility for that
piece. If municipality administers program, allow them
flexibility to do so.

■ Levels of government must work together. Also, ministries
and departments within each level of government must
work together.

■ Begin by developing policy on housing, which would
include the interplay of income security programs (OW,
ODSP, EI, minimum wage, OAS, GIS) and support services
(including access to job training and education, counseling,
recreation programs).

■ Real solutions call for government commitments over
decades; financial commitments must be backed by

comprehensive policy inclusion; human rights, and
housing as a human right, must be backbone of all 
over social/economic policies.

■ Developing an effective and accountable partnership of
government, volunteers and private sectors working
together to address the variety of housing needs of all
residents.

■ The City needs to require RGI units in each new
condo/apartment development; the Province needs 
to bring back rent controls and adjust benefit rates to
reflect housing costs.

■ Provide capacity-building funding for administration,
fund development, property/land development, family
support and construction supervision.

■ Develop accountable, transparent use of government
funding by private for-profit and not-for-profit agencies.

■ The federal government can extend energy efficiency
grants to affordable housing and deliver energy audits
at a bulk discount rate. The provincial government can
improve energy efficiency measures in the building
code. The city can insist that all affordable housing max-
imize energy savings to reduce operating costs.

■ Reduce bureaucracy, patchwork of schemes/grants —
full funding needed now.

■ Create comprehensive plans to provide housing for 
people who use substances, have safe injection sites.
Open public washrooms in Toronto, easier access for
people who live on the street.

■ Make sure changes in identification requirements do 
not prevent homeless people, people who are not born
in Canada, from accessing essential services including
subsidized housing.

■ Province should prioritize Ontario Realty Corp. to 
provide land and override local politicians; expedite
OMB waiting times, to move affordable housing to 
front of the line.

■ More consistent municipal property standards by-law
provisions and less discretionary orders would help.

Question #2: How can all three levels of government, corporations and 
community agencies work together more effectively? What specific measures
would you suggest?

Participants at the summit offer a variety of ways to create a cohesive team of government, 
private sector and community partners focused on affordable housing solutions.



8■■ An agenda for action

■■ Mayor’s Affordable Housing Summit

■ Make sure everyone involved be on same page.
Landlords need to be examined more closely around
new construction which allows them to evict people
who are on fixed income and can't afford rent increases.
Put money into affordable housing. Practice ethically
and not just for monetary gains. Justice is needed in 
all areas.

■ Have open forums about affordable housing and involve
social agencies and government officials similar to
Mayor Miller’s Budget Consultation.

■ Make it easier to rezone areas for office buildings and
empty warehouses to be turned into housing.

■ Build affordable housing in neighbourhoods and closer
to needed services. Stop stigmatization and harassment
of low-income tenants.

■ Allow kit houses to be placed on vacant lots. Bring back
granny flats and basement apartments.

■ When homeless people move into affordable housing,
give them the opportunities to look after the building,
(e.g., maintenance, security, tenant-landlord liaison).

■ Increase funding for rent supplements, case management
through the federal-provincial homecare transfer.

■ Implement the Wilson Task Force recommendations for
increased supply of community mental health services
and supportive housing.

■ City needs a policy statement in support of affordable
and supportive housing, and needs to ensure planning
process not held hostage to NIMBYism.

■ Set up ministerial direct links to expedite building
approvals at faster pace. Encourage rapid approval 
of home renovations to accommodate new residences.

■ Start with the things that can be done quickly and do
them. Support the initiatives that just need a boost, 
and intervene where great benefit is possible — such 
as emergency housing supplements.

■ Look at the present shelter system. The cost of 
paying to keep singles and families is far greater than
the cost of providing their own accommodation.

■ There should be constant consultation amongst 
all factions, to prevent duplication of services and 
to maximize resources.

■ The socially displaced people of Canada are ready, 
willing and able to start creating our new neighbour-
hoods. With the help of our government of which we
are a part, we would build great homes and generate
economic growth.

■ Provincial, federal and city buildings that are empty
should be turned into affordable housing.

■ Connect funding and distribution of rent supplements
with housing supports; increase shelter allowances, 
and have CMHC support mortgages for rooming house
landlords.

■ All levels of government should remember the covenants
Canada has signed pertaining to people’s rights to suitable
housing.

■ Change the current Toronto policy position that ownership
housing for households below the poverty line is not a
public policy benefit.

■ Use staff working groups (federal, provincial and municipal)
and inter-ministerial items to campaign solutions.

■ Create a City of Toronto “plan,” articulating a vision 
and strategic directions, co-written by different levels
of government.

■ Make presentations (e.g., community groups) and
brown-bag lunch sessions for provincial government staff.

■ Encourage government workers to offer pro bono work
with community groups.

■ Ask the federal government to implement the one percent
solution. The Province should sign on to the affordable
housing framework agreement, which would be a major
step forward.

■ Community agencies continue to provide case manage-
ment services for individuals that need to be supported
through harm reduction philosophies. Toronto should
consider adapting an approach similar to the four-pillar
approach in Vancouver. Corporations should consider 
that transitional housing is just as viable as secure one-
bedroom/two-bedroom apartments.

■ Bypass the NIMBYism we see at Community Councils.

■ All three levels of government should immediately
appoint a minister (or assistant) for affordable housing,
and actually put cash into a pool to be spent on approved
projects. Bring back the funding for co-op housing projects.

■ Put systems in place to decrease the length of time
people spend living in subsidized housing, which would
free it up for others who need housing.

■ Force integration of service funding for high-risk
groups, seniors, aboriginal, one-parent families 
and disabled persons.
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■ Strike one cohesive coalition around housing rather
than the hundreds of isolated ones that currently exist.
Ensure that community agencies are given the support
they need to deal with the root causes of poverty and
homelessness — affordable housing alone is not
enough.

■ Act like the private sector. Negotiate the deals; stop
talking; start acting. Stop fussing on minimizing work
and start to focus on taking calculated wishes.

■ Work together — eliminate the Damn Red Tape.

■ Create a template for specific housing space for seniors
depending on land size available. Too much money and
time is wasted duplicating this process hundreds and
hundreds of times across the country.

■ There must be links created between the service dollars
needed to give the social help needed to successfully
maintain their housing and achieving social integration.

■ All levels of government, but particularly the Province,
need to nurture the non-profit service providers.

■ Exempt PST and GST from all affordable housing that
pledges to long-term permanent affordability.

■ Governments need to listen to people and agency people.
The three levels of governments have developed in the
last few months a relationship of trust and cooperation.
Build on it and do not leave out the input from the 
common people.

Question #3: What specific actions on affordable housing should be taken now?

Participants point to a simplified application process aimed at fast tracking affordable housing and
ensuring delivery of promised units. 

■ Make land available to the private and not-for-profit 
sectors on a long-term lease basis.

■ Broaden the property tax exemptions for new rental
housing. Provide rental supplements and shelter
allowances to people in need.

■ Streamline the approval process for housing.

■ Put solutions in place to assist people to stay housed.

■ Look at the competitive process of Let’s Build. Can we
set specific target groups, (e.g., women and children)
and tailor RFPs to meet priority populations?

■ Can we look at creative usage of per diem shelter rates?

■ Make a loud statement that “people zoning” is 
unacceptable.

■ Please never build a single building or site exclusively
for the poor!

■ The City needs to lead and that means money. The City
budget needs to focus on the supportive problem and
find the money from the soft programs and staff savings.

■ Ensure that support dollars are attached to buildings. Provide
support through shelter per diems for transitional and
permanent supportive housing.

■ Regulate and license rooming houses in other areas 
of the city.

■ The City should take a stand on NIMBYism and control
the zoning process.

■ Speak out on the effectiveness and efficiencies of already
existing affordable housing.

■ Convert market units in not-for-profit to RGI and ensure
housing providers have sufficient operating funds to not
rely on market rent income.

■ Move beyond “contribution” approach to “making it
happen” — make sure that resources are there to make
housing happen, identify priorities and meet them, pro-
vide support funds to help people to maintain their
housing, ensure that City housing and planning staff are
on the side of affordable and supportive housing in the
community consultation process.

■ Provide affordable supportive housing for seniors —
this means both bricks and mortar and support resources.

■ Repair and maintain existing stock, build/convert second
stage housing and transitional housing units, and create
a City plan where all wards must take responsibility around
this issue.

■ Use rent supplements to fill the gap between multi-year
development processes and immediate need.

■ Move towards the creation of co-operative communities
in existing public housing complexes.

■ Start building affordable housing now.
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■ Include all partners/stakeholders including the actual
community.

■ Continue this forum through follow-up forums, and create
a formal link between all non-profit organizations and
the housing summit and the City.

■ Empower non-profits and faith communities to do
more; relax restrictions in development; forgive 
development fees.

■ Organizations that manage affordable housing should
review capital repairs programs to implement energy
saving components, and energy efficiency measures
should be required for all new affordable housing.

■ Keep application processes simplified and uncomplicated.

■ Improve inspection of building codes and illegal 
apartments.

■ Provide element of choice of housing.

■ Continue education series such as Second Suites workshops.

■ The City should raise cap on amount of City land for
housing, and devote a percentage of the sale of surplus
land to housing.

■ Put housing facilitators in place to expedite activities at
all levels of government.

■ Create more shelters: clean, safe, no TB, no bed bugs.

■ All three levels of government should make a new 
commitment to funding housing, and follow up with 
a clear, legislated plan.

■ Make it easier for good rooming house landlords (with
good track records) to open more rooming houses. Make
SCPI funding for housing less restrictive (e.g., allow small
development of affordable housing in downtown core).

■ Define affordable housing.

■ Consider tax incremental financing (based on future
increase in assessed value from development of affordable
housing). This would permit municipalities to provide
financing to groups wishing to develop affordable housing
by going to the private market. If a municipality can
pledge the incremental tax revenue for a particular 
area or property to a lender, funds can be found for 
the municipality to redevelop those areas/properties 
or offer it to groups that would have difficulty funding
sufficient financing.

■ The City of Toronto should study the current demand of
parking for affordable housing. Lower parking requirements
will decrease overall development costs.

■ City Hall needs to provide more staff to allow projects
that are already in progress to be helped.

■ Landlords need to be educated and stop stigmatization
of people on welfare, ODSP, mental illness, single moms.

■ Continue the rent bank, which helps people on the verge
of losing their housing.

■ Give monetary support to the Health Bus to allow us to
buy another bus.

■ The federal government needs to implement the 1%
solution and establish a national housing program,
overhaul the unemployment insurance system, and 
re-establish standards for social assistance programs.
The provincial government needs to implement rent
supplements, increase assistance rates to reflect the
true cost of housing, index the benefits to inflation,
increase the minimum wage, change the human rights
legislation to ensure housing rights are included, and
match federal funds for affordable housing.

■ Bring in a “Use It or Lose It” by-law. If a developer or 
a building owner doesn’t use his empty building, he
should lose it to the City for affordable housing. Allow
homeless people to help convert empty buildings into
housing and pay them. Force developers to make 40-50%
of their buildings into affordable housing, and make this
profitable for builders. Give rental subsidies to first-time
renters. Build transitional housing to make it easier for
homeless people to move into housing.

■ Involve  homeless people in the development of 
housing. Ask them and pay them for their suggestions.
Stop stigmatization and harassment of homeless and
poor tenants.

■ Deliver on 1,000 supportive housing units through 
partnerships with CMHA and other supportive housing
providers.

■ It would be possible to deliver 5,000 supportive housing
units through rent supplementation given the current
vacancy rates, immediately if funding was available. A
commitment of $30 million over the next four years
($7.5 million per year) for rent supplementation and
support services could make meeting the target of
5,000 units a reality.

■ Make federal armouries more available during the winter.
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■ Ask local politicians to set up local committees to 
support/find affordable housing in their ward.

■ Set up a social foundation dedicated to self-housing 
of native people.

■ Consider land tax exemptions and other measures to
increase interest for building new housing develop-
ments to start now!

■ Addressing the need for housing for youth and young
families (under 24 years) by allotting 10% of housing to
this group and enforcing this allotment.

■ Encourage the private sector to get involved, and promote
corporate social responsibility.

■ Levy a tax on luxury developments that do not include
affordable housing units. 

■ Clean up and utilize space where people have squatted
for many years. Some of these squatters may want to
remain right where they are.

■ Change laws to allow homeowners to rent out rooms/
flats in parts of city where currently prohibited. Ensure
current rooming houses are brought up to safe, secure,
healthy standard.

■ There should be more shelter for victims of spousal
abuse, especially for the gay/lesbian community since
such shelters do not exist.

■ Eliminate the out of the cold program to stop the
potential disaster of infectious disease spread.

■ Create shelters where people can live for longer periods
of time. Prepare for next year — more shelters for the
cold weather instead of responding to the crisis in
January 2005.

■ License and inspect unregulated rooming houses.
Connect initiatives such as RRAP with those like the
Parkdale Pilot Project and implement them in areas
where there is a high concentration of unregulated
rooming houses.

■ Specific recognition of the needs for attendant care
services. It is not just appropriate space design that is
needed — the lack of service funding that keeps people
homeless in institutions than in independent apartments.

■ Carry out a public campaign addressing the issues 
of racism and discrimination targeting the landlord
community.

■ City staff must accept ownership housing as part of the
solution to affordable housing, and they should be asked
by Council to work on positive policies in their area.

■ Launch a high-profile campaign galvanizing volun-
teerism. Undertake a major public education campaign
against NIMBYism, similar to the homecoming 
initiative mentioned at the conference. All sectors of
society need to play a key role on this, including faith
groups.

■ I urge that the City begin to strongly advocate with the
federal government for federal dollars for housing. Begin to
build now. Take a closer look at boarded-up houses.
Speak to agencies that are focused on finding housing 
for homeless people.

■ We need action, not words.

■ Hire Toronto’s homeless people to help develop
community housing buildings for people who can’t
afford Toronto’s high rents. Making residents responsible
for building their lives is also good, but each step that
needs to be taken has to start in transition.

■ Raise provincial and federal income taxes. Target that
raise to building publicly-owned affordable housing,
supportive housing, social housing and use it to pay
rent supplements for people who already pay too high 
a percentage of their income for rent.

■ Province should eliminate social assistance claw-back 
of cash “gifts” from rent/utility banks, etc., and should
allow recipients to save for education and home ownership.

■ Talk to people who have lived through poverty, home-
lessness, transitional housing and affordable housing to
learn what model of housing and support systems have
been effective and successful for them.

■ Look at creative measures to deal with housing needs
— for example in the Davenport community we have
looked at pairing elderly citizens who find caring for
their homes difficult with single parents or individuals
with limited incomes. 

■ More multicultural representations in the process.

■ There needs to be an agreement between the 
environmentalists and housing supporters as to an
appropriate balance between “housing people” and
“saving trees.”
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■ Help volunteer groups become more stable.

■ Prioritize units for women victims of abuse (including
young, mid-life and elderly people).

■ Press the Province (Minister of Health and Long-Term
Care) to implement the recommendations of the
Toronto District Health Council (TDHC) 2002 Report,
“Building on a framework of support and supportive
housing.”

■ Harmonize terminology across all governmental levels
and social planning council (e.g., supportive and affordable).

■ Create a specific program to intensify, intensify, intensify.
Also finance second suites throughout the city and
change zoning to allow this.

Question #4: What specific suggestions do you have for follow-up from the
Mayor’s Affordable Housing Summit?

Summit participants are engaged and want to be included in future decisions. Together we will
make affordable housing happen in Toronto.

■ Develop advisory committee for the City to look at
developing solutions. Appoint a City Council Advocate 
to lead this direction on behalf of the Mayor.

■ Stretch the limits of planning and official plan to look 
at land usage issues.

■ Continue to broker the relationships between private
and non-profit groups to develop collective solutions.

■ Perhaps meeting with commercial developers, armed
with a well-considered legal/finance position, you might
be able to send the message that a percentage of
affordable housing does not affect property values.

■ Form a support group for landlords with real protection
under certain conditions.

■ Make a clear distinction between “supportive” and
“affordable.” The supportive need should be a first priority.
The affordable in the short term can be handled by rent
supplements.

■ Release of excellent speeches from stakeholder panel to
spark discussion in all parts of Toronto — boardrooms,
staff rooms of public, community, corporate work places.

■ Make a statement about NIMBYism.

■ Prioritize solutions given today and identify groups to
research how to move those solutions forward. Groups
could include people from the Summit and their organi-
zations.

■ We need opportunities for people at all levels and in all
areas to make specific suggestions and participate in
solutions.

■ What can be done about those councillors who do not
show up at these events? We need more leadership from
our Councillors on affordable housing.

■ When upgrading older public housing to 21 standards, you
must examine the role that poor initial design played in
its decline.

■ Foster eyes on the street, sidewalk safety, neighbour-
hood vitality, opportunities for some business to develop
affordable housing, and community participation.

■ Continue bringing all levels of government, voluntary,
and private sectors together to review and develop
ways of working together to bring quality of life to all
residents of our country.

■ Accepting incomes as a given and infusing housing stock
with public dollars is temporary. Over time, we must raise
market income.

■ Take a tour of Winchester Park.

■ It would be good if the review of the housing help sector
came out as soon as possible so that these services are
woven into the affordable housing development picture.
The housing help sector can be a conduit between
affordable housing initiatives and the homeless and
near-homeless people in Toronto.

■ Share contacts for participants; create dedicated forums
for groups to come together; do it now.

■ Establish a task force to develop a support network for
low-income people. There could be incentives for private
sector to involve employees in participation as volunteers
in support work (e.g., home maintenance and operation,
budgeting, community relations, transition to home 
ownership, reintegration into society).
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■ Please don't consider rental as the only solution to the
affordable housing crisis. Demonstrate to other cities
that home ownership also can address affordable housing.

■ Open consultation such as “Listening to Toronto” and
today.

■ Review current energy efficiency programs to expand
into the affordable housing market. Allow banking 
institutions and utilities to subsidize energy efficiency
retrofits to be paid back through energy savings over
the payback period of the measures.

■ Council should get monthly reports or at least bi-monthly
on rollout and progress on commitments and share with
groups that attended.

■ Summarize proceedings — recommendations and possible
City Action Groups to follow up on key gaps/and recom-
mendations (with representatives from the federal and
provincial governments to participate).

■ Change formats of public meetings so there is no 
tolerance for discrimination.

■ Create new shelters and supports so Out of the Cold
Programs can close.

■ Set committed timelines and deadlines, and add 
incentives for achieving deadlines. Charge Councillors
with achieving local targets, and impose penalties when
this does not happen.

■ Program design should include renovation and updating
as new construction. 

■ Create a community panel for allocating housing units.

■ Meet again in six months to see what has happened and
what achievements have been experienced.

■ Deal with health issues in hostels now, before they
become another crisis.

■ I hope that the summit will produce a series of recom-
mendations for all three levels of government. The City
should also formally follow up with the participating 
federal and provincial ministers (within a few weeks of
this current summit) to get written confirmations of
their commitments.

■ Have meetings to let us know how the project is going.
If housing is to be built or opened, involve us to share
in it. Send out regular updates.

■ Affordable housing often does not have significant
greenspace, the protection and creation of neighbourhood
parks are essential for children to have a safe place to
congregate and play. Often affordable housing also
means a need for affordable, reliable transportation, so
increased subsidies to the TTC are a win-win scenario.

■ We need to canvass our elected officials to make sure
they are aware that the previous lack of action on housing
can no longer be tolerated. A proactive effort must be
made now to make sure this problem does not become
more critical.

■ Knowing that you would expect a large group of people,
perhaps a larger venue could be booked for future summits.
Thanks for making the summit open to the public. That
is very much appreciated.

■ Please keep us informed. “When a nation will not house
its people, it cannot be called a nation.”

■ Never ever go back to the thinking that reducing a
deficit means that we cut social programs like housing
that is affordable. Keep compassion in municipal gov-
ernment. Be committed to building communities, not
just houses.

■ A statement supporting the rooming house sector 
and acknowledging the role that rooming houses play 
in regard to Toronto's affordable housing stock.

■ Roll out the next proposal calls. Designate specific staff
in the planning department to facilitate the planning
process. We need access to specialized, skilled and sup-
portive staff who want affordable housing to happen
rather than reactive, rigid staff who protect their time
by hiding behind the rule book.

■ Ultimately those most affected should not only be 
consulted but be made part of the decision-making
process.

■ Begin a serious consultation process with non-profit
providers of affordable ownership housing and stop the
process at preventing those providers from delivering low
income ownership housing to the citizens of Toronto.

■ We need real leadership on housing. Mayor Miller is 
providing it, but other levels of government must act also.

■ Please begin to house individuals. As a front-line harm
reduction housing worker my job is to find housing for
drug users in the east of Toronto. There is none that is
clean and warm and affordable.
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■ We need a building lot in Toronto where a co-op housing
project can be built. The men and women on the streets
will volunteer their time and effort to build their own
homes. All volunteers should clock in when they start
work and clock out when their day is finished. Once 
you have put in 100 hours you can put your name on
the waiting list for a room in the house or apartment
building. If not at the current work site then in the 
next project or the next. All reusable building material
stripped from old buildings that are being torn down is
to be used as much as possible to keep costs down.

■ Start educating the public about the benefits of paying
taxes. Start educating business interests about the 
benefits of a living wage. Start seriously addressing the
implementation of the 1% solution.

■ Mr. Mayor, this was an excellent Summit. However, we
need to address the other issues of residents in boarding
and lodging homes — $325 a month to feed and house
someone is a very small amount when the cost of a
psychiatric bed is over $400 a day.

■ Implement the suggestions about RGIs and supplements
immediately. These two items can be put in place by the
City of Toronto today. No special intergovernmental has-
sling needed. No zoning laws, no bricks and mortor —
RGIs today, rent supplements today!

■ Repeat the SCPI capacity-building grant program 
($15 – 20,000).

■ Set up a Web site to illustrate best practices.

■ A big thank-you to current Let’s Build staff. They are
helpful, patient and return one’s calls!

■ Make RFPs available in electronic format and budgets in
Excel.

■ Keep forums like this free, so everyone has an equal
chance to attend.

■ Use the Doors Open approach to showcase desirable
options for affordable housing, and invite groups like
the University Women’s Club, Junior League, Business
Women’s Clubs, etc. Involve the universities more
(including their land and housing).

■ Ask Macleans to do a feature on the solutions for
Canada's affordable housing crisis.

■ Engage people in small groups to give voice to many
people who do not speak in public.

Summit participants
Lyndsay Abbot, Mustard Seed
Phillip Abrahams, Chief Administrator’s Office, City of Toronto
Carolyn Acker, Regent Park Community Health Centre
Andalee Adamali
Maureen Adams, United Way
Brendon Agnew-Iler, Councillor Giambrone’s Office 

City of Toronto
Elyse Allan, Toronto Board of Trade
George Allen, Parkdale Community Recreation Centre
Shana Almeida, Councillor Chow’s Office, City of Toronto
Rebecca Amyotte, Office of Donna Cansfield, M.P.P.

(Etobicoke Centre)
John Andras, President, The Rotary Club of Toronto
Sandra Anstey, WPC Inc.
Michael Armson
Helen Armstrong, LAMP Community Health Centre
Councillor Brian Ashton, Ward 36, City of Toronto
Mark Aston, Fred Victor Centre
Andrea Austen, Social Development & Administration, 

City of Toronto
Milina Avramovic, AMO
Debbie Babington, Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care

Karen Bach, Young Street Mission-Evergreen Branch
Paulet Baker
Richard Balanyk
Derek Ballantyne, Toronto Community Housing
Doug Barnes
Bill Beatty, Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation
Matthew Behrens, Homes Not Bombs
Kim Belshaw, Municipal Licensing & Standards, City of Toronto
Evelyne Benaksas-Axelrad, Bank of Nova Scotia
Rosalee Bender, RENT
Jeanne Berger 
Joan Berndt, POINT – People and Organizations in 

North Toronto
Sarah Best, Office of the Honourable Sandra Pupatello

(M.P.P. Windsor West), Minister of Community & Social
Services, Minister Responsible For Women’s Issues

Andrew Bevan, Office of the Honourable John Godfrey, M.P.
(Don Valley West), Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Prime Minister with special emphasis on cities

Peggy Birnberg, Houselink Community Homes
Deborah Blackstone, Corporate Communications & Media

Services, City of Toronto
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Michael Blair, Toronto Christian Resource Centre
Bob Blazevski, Minto
Kathleen Blinkhorn, Social Housing, City of Toronto
Ann Borooah, Chief Building Official, City of Toronto
Liz Bosma-Donovan, HOME Coalition
Bill Bosworth, Toronto Community Housing
Susan Bouraud, Student, York University
Hanita Braun, Verdiroc Development Corporation
Joan Breech, WRP Neighbourhood Housing
Vince Brescia, Fair Rental Policy Organization
Bonnie Briggs
Kerre Briggs
Dan Brosseau
Del Brown
Phil Brown, Shelter, Housing & Support Division, 

City of Toronto
Keir Brownstone, Greensaver
Claire Bryden, Bellwoods Centres for Community Living Inc.
Derek Burleton, Senior Economist, TD Bank Financial Group
Ann Burlison, West Toronto Support Services
Gerrie Burnett, Neighbourhood Link Senior Link
John Burrett, Federation of Canadian Municipalities
Councillor Sandra Bussin, Ward 32, City of Toronto
Brad Butt, Greater Toronto Apartment Association
Nancy Byers, Office of the Honourable Charles Caccia, M.P.

(Davenport)
Peggy Byrne, Partnership Development and Support, 

City of Toronto
Jayne Caldwell, West End Drop In Network
John Campbell, TWRC
Julie Campbell, Nishnawbe Homes
Jeff Cantos, University of Toronto student / Let’s Build
The Honourable David Caplan, M.P.P. (Don Valley East)

Provincial Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal
Margie Carlson, Social Housing, City of Toronto
Aidan Carter, Urban Affairs & Stakeholder Relations,

Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Housing
John Cartwright, Toronto & York Region Labour Council
Edson Castilho, Street Health
Charles Catto, Frontiers Foundation
Lisa Cavicchia, Canadian Urban Institute
Doug Chapman, Bruce Mau Design
Alina Chatterjee, Council of Agencies South Asians
Dino Chiesa, ResREIT
Katherine Chislett, Housing & Homelessness Supports &

Initiatives, City of Toronto
Gordon Chong, Social Housing Services Corporation
Councillor Olivia Chow, Ward 20, City of Toronto
Pam Churchill, Older Women’s Network
The Honourable Marilyn Churley, M.P.P. (Toronto/Danforth)
Frank Clarke, Office of the Honourable Bill Graham, M.P.

(Toronto Centre-Rosedale), Minister of Foreign Affairs
Tom Clement, Cooperative Housing Federation of Toronto
Mitchell Cohen, The Daniels Corporation

John Connell, County of Simcoe
Paul Connelly, Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association
Karen Cooper, Chief Administrator’s Office, City of Toronto
Ian Cooper, Diamante Development Corporation
Harvey Cooper, Cooperative Housing Federation of Toronto
Ed Cornies, GHK Consulting
Chantal Cornv, CHORD
John Corso
Councillor Gay Cowbourne, Ward 44, City of Toronto
Sue Cox, Daily Bread Food Bank
The Honourable David Crombie, Toronto City Summit

Alliance Housing Coalition
Cathy Crowe, Street Nurse, Atkinson Economic Justice Fellow
Peter Cutten,Vice Chair, Rooming House Working Group
Rudy Czekalla, Policy & Business Planning Unit, City of Toronto
Randy Daiter, Campus Co-operative Residence
Rick Davies, TDRC/OCAP/Housing Action Now
Captain Glenda Davis, Salvation Army
Peter DeBarros, Office of the Honourable Andy Scott, P.C.,

M.P. (Fredricton, New Brunswick), Minister of State
(Infrastructure/Responsible for CMHC)

Julie Di Lorenzo, Diamante Urban Corporation, Toronto
Home Builders Association

Charlie Diamond, Evangel Hall
Richard D’Iorio, Ontario Ministry of Municipal Affairs 

& Housing
Donna Dolan, Parkdale Centre for Active Resources
Luisa Dovrado, Portuguese International Network
Paul Dowling
Noreen Dunphy, City Planning Division, City of Toronto
Stephen Dupuis, Greater Toronto Home Builders’ Association
Sandy Eathorne, Chetwynd Community Development

Programme
Peter Elson, Habitat for Humanity Canada
Bill Endress, Toronto Commons Group
Pablo Escobar, WoodGreen Community Centre and

Rooming House Working Group
Jeff Evenson, Canadian Urban Institute
Keith Extance, City of Hamilton
Nick Falvo, Street Health 
Mary Anne Farah, Corporate Communications, City of Toronto
Azar Farahani, Housing & Homelessness Supports &

Initiatives, City of Toronto
Victoria Fenwick, Parkdale Centre for Active Resources
Lynn Findlay, Community Care East York
Lydia Fitchko, Social Policy, Analysis and Research, 

City of Toronto
Anne Fitzpatrick, Children’s Aid Society 
Councillor Paula Fletcher, Ward 30, City of Toronto
John Fogolin, Ontario Reality Corporation
Frank Folz, Catholic Community Services of York Region
Brian Forth, Rooming Housing Working Group
Charmaine Frado, Parkdale Activity Recreation Centre
Jan Marie Frame
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John Frazer, Centre for Equality Rights and Accomodation
Robert Freedman, Urban Design & Planning, City of Toronto
Peter Friedmann, Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation
Susan Friedrich, Susan Friedrich Architect Inc.
Dr. Robert Fugeri, Homelessness Action Group (Trinity St. Paul)
Carolina Gajardo, COSTI Immigrant Services, North York

Housing Help
Eric Gam, Commissioner, Community & Neighbourhood

Services, City of Toronto
Lorraine Gauthier, Work Worth Doing
Beric German, Toronto Disaster Relief Committee
The Honourable John Gerretsen, M.P.P. (Kingston and the

Islands), Provincial Minister of Municipal Affairs, Minister
Responsible for Housing

Darryl Gershater, Flemingdon Health Centre
Councillor Adam Giambrone, Ward 18, City of Toronto
Deirdre Gibson, Gibson & Associates
Ernie Ginsler, Raising the Roof
Margaret Gittens, Scarborough Community Legal Services
John Gladki, GHK Consulting
Sean Goetz-Gadon, Special Housing Advisor, Mayor’s Office,

City of Toronto
Sandra Gonzalez, Toronto Community Housing
Rudolph Gooden
Heather Gordon, Chetwynd Community Development Program
Alice Gorman, Family Health & Healthy Lifestyle, City of Toronto
Barb Gosse, Social & Enterprise Development Innovations
Drew Goursky, Region of Peel Housing & Property

Department
Adriana Grant, WoodGreen Community Centre
Cary Green, Executive Vice President, Development,

Verdiroc Development Corporation
Laurie Green, Student, University of Toronto
Carol Greenlee, Older Women’s Network
Sister Georgette Gregory, Mustard Seed 
Ruth Grimes, Calvary Baptist Church
Barry Gula, Toronto Community Housing Corporation
Liyu Guo, Family Services Association
Mark Guslits, Let’s Build, City of Toronto
Anna Haas, Toronto Youth Cabinet
Angie Hains, Ecuhome Corporation, Ontario Non-Profit

Housing Association/Toronto Network of Non-Profit
Housing Providers

Keith Hambly, Fred Victor Centre 
David Hanna, Portlands Partnership Initiative
Colleen Hardie, Home First Society
Elizabeth Harding, Market Housing Branch, 

Ontario Ministry of Public Infrastructure Renewal &
Ministry of Municipal Affairs

Jeff Hare
Jon Harstone
Bob Hart
Abdi Hashised, Somali Canadian Community Club
Hellen Haziprodroma, HOME/Fred Victor Centre
Dane Heap, Toronto Disaster Relief Committee

Michele Heath, Fred Victor Centre 
Hugh Heron, Heron Homes
Neil Hetherington, Habitat for Humanity
Carmel Hili, Toronto Christian Resouce Centre
Matthew Hill, Campus Co-operative Residence
Debbie Hill-Corrigan, Sojourn House
Andrea Horwath, City of Hamilton
Shirley Hoy, CAO, City of Toronto
Gabrielle Hrynkiw, Jessie’s Centre for Teenagers
Juan Huang, WoodGreen Community Services
Anne Hume
Eric Hunter
Jill Hurray, Bruce Mau Design
Tricia Hurst, Second Suites–Landlord Self Help Centre
Elmi Hussein, Somali Canadian Community Club
The Honourable Tony Ianno, M.P. (Trinity/Spadina)
Sarah Innis, Street Health
Hazel Jackson, Parkdale Activity Recreation Centre
Tom Janzen, Student, University of Toronto
Elizabeth Jassem, Archidom
Beverley Jones
Meron Kassa, Sistering
Amber Kellen. John Howard Society
Sharon Kennedy, Toronto Disaster Relief Committee
Robert Kennedy
Sharad Kerur, Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association
Constance Keyser
Karen Kinsley, Canada Mortgage & Housing Corporation
Heinz Klein, Parkdale Activity Recreation Centre
Susanne Klopfer, CUI volunteer
Dan Kutcher, Policy Office of Laurel Broten, M.P.P.,

Parliamentary Assistant to the Premier 
Mike Labbé, Options for Homes
Katherine Laird, Advocacy Centre for Tenants–Ontario (ACTO)
Sophie Lam, National Secretariat on Homelessness 
Kevin Lee, Housing & Homelessness Supports Initiatives,

City of Toronto
Patrick Lee, Community Planning, City Planning, City of Toronto
Judith Leon, Neighbourhood Link/Senior Link
Barbara Leonhardt, Policy and Research, City Planning, 

City of Toronto
Joe Lobko, Toronto Society of Architects
Anne Longair, Hostel Services, City of Toronto
Bob Luker, Community Worker Program
Steve Lurie, Executive Director, CMHA, Toronto
Sara Lyons, Toronto City Summit Alliance
Murray MacAdam, Anglican Church Social Justice &

Advocacy Department
Sharon MacAlpine, Street Health
Jennifer MacLean, Corporate Communication, Toronto

Community Housing
Charlotte Maher, POINT–People and Organizations in 

North Toronto
Ed Majchrowski, Toronto Community Housing
Andy Manahan, Local 183
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Madeleine Mariano, Nellie’s
Sister Mary Rose Marrin, Mustard Seed 
Mark Mascarenhas, Office of the Honourable John

Gerretsen, M.P.P. (Kingston and the Islands), Provincial
Minister of Municipal Affairs, Minister Responsible for
Housing

Nancy Matthews, Social Development & Administration, 
City of Toronto

Brian McCauley, Concert Properties
Dan McIntyre, Federation of Metro Tenants Associations
George McKelvey, Town of Markham
Pat McKendry, Housing Action Now
Bob McKnight, City of Hamilton
Amanuel Melles, Community Action Unit
Leslie Mendelson, Litigation, Legal, Corporate Services, 

City of Toronto
Ryan Merkley, A.A. to Councillor Giambrone, City of Toronto
John Metson, CHRA (Canadian Housing & Renewal)
Raymond Micah, African Canadian Social Development Council
Gabriella Micallef, Homes First Society 
Councillor Joe Mihevc, Ward 21, City of Toronto
Mayor David Miller, City of Toronto 
Winsome Miller, Women’s Habitat of Etobicoke
Todd Minerson, Touchstone Youth Centre
Jane Moore, SPRINT
Tonika Morgan
Marolyn Morrison, Town of Caledon
Patricia Mullin, City of Mississauga
Patti Munce, Office of the Honourable John Gerretsen, M.P. P.

(Kingston and the Islands), Provincial Minister of
Municipal Affairs, Minister Responsible for Housing

Wangari Muriuki, Street Health Community Nursing Foundation
Catherine Nasmith, Housing Again
Phil Nazar, Toronto Christian Resouce Centre
Tobias Novogrodsky, Chief Administrator’s Office, 

City of Toronto
Jim O’Dea, Terra Housing Consultants Limited
Richard Owen, Toronto Community Housing Dion Oxford,

Salvation Army
Councillor Joe Pantalone, Ward 19, City of Toronto
Maggie Panter, Church of the Holy Trinity
Toni Panzuto, Etobicoke Lakeshore Housing Task Force
Steve Parish, Town of Ajax
Kate Parizeau, Student, University of Toronto
Elyse Parker, Office of the Chief Planner, City of Toronto
Jennifer Parnell, Raising the Roof
Ross Parry, Office of the Honourable David Caplan, M.P.P.

(Don Valley East), Minister of Public Infrastructure
Renewal

Monica Patel, Student, McMaster University
Sylvia Patterson, Region of York, Housing & Residential Services
Peter Pavlovic, Toronto Community Housing
Jill Peddicord, Habitat for Humanity–Toronto

Holly Penfound, Office of Councillor Fletcher, City of Toronto
Joe Pennachetti, CFA & Treasurer, City of Toronto
Jennifer Penney, Parkdale Liberty Economic Development

Corporation
David Peters, Ontario Non-Profit Housing Association
Jay Peterson, Toronto Central Ontario Building &

Construction Trades Council
Terry Petkau, Habitat for Humanity Canada
Stan Pinnock 
Stella Pinnock
Susan Poch, Ontario Ministry of Health
Tom Ponessa, Sustainable Buildings Canada
David Priebe, Office of the Honourable John Gerretsen, M.P.P.

(Kingston and the Islands), Provincial Minister of
Municipal Affairs, Minister Responsible for Housing

Precille Provost, Mustard Seed
Michael Prue, M.P.P. (Beaches/East York)
The Honourable Sandra Pupatello, M.P.P. (Windsor West),

Minister of Community & Social Services, Minister
Responsible For Women’s Issues

Alex Quinto, Work Worth Doing
Pearl Quong
Robyn Rabinowitz Minto 
Councillor Kyle Rae, Ward 27, City of Toronto
Rolando Rajo, Hispanic Development Council
Latha Ramasubramanian, Ontario Seniors’ Secretariat
Ceta Ramkhalawansingh, Diversity Management &

Community Engagement, CAO’s Office, City of Toronto
Duberlis Ramos, Hispanic Development Council
Jennifer Ramsay, Advocacy Centre for Tenants–Ontario (ACTO)
Dale Reagan, Co-operative Housing Federation of Canada
Lindsey Reid, Social Housing Services Corporation
Mauro Ritacca, Toronto Real Estate Board
Cassidy Ritz, Student, York University
Angela Robertson, Sistering: A Woman’s Place
Evelyn Robertson, NUC TUCT Non-Profit Homes Corporation
Kim Robinson, Partnership Development & Support, 

City of Toronto
Alison Robinson
Greg Rogers, Native Men’s Residence/Tumivut Youth Shelter
Alice Rogers, Parkdale Activity Recreation Centre
Bob Rose, Parkdale Activity–Recreation Centre/Toronto

Disaster Relief Committee
Michael Rosenberg, Environment and Ecology Coalition
Charles Rosenburg, Hilditch Architects
Cynthia Ross, Partnership Development & Support, 

City of Toronto 
Tim Rourke, Home Fire
Marvin Sadowski, Sterling Silver Development Corporation
Carmen Salciccioli, City of Hamilton
Ranissah Samah, Ministry of Health & Long-Term Care

(OHLTC)
Eleni Samartzis, Fred Victor Centre
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Virginia Sanchez, Latin American Centre
Frances Sanderson, Nishnawbe Homes
Katie Scaife, Sistering: A Woman’s Place
Clause Schirmer
The Honourable Andy Scott, P.C., M.P. (Fredricton, 

New Brunswick), Minister of State (Infrastructure/
Responsible for CMHC)

Muriel Scott, Salvation Army
Rosanna Scotti, Strategic & Corporate Policy, CAO’s Office,

City of Toronto
John Sewell
Uzma Shakir, Council of Agencies South Asians
Michael Shapcott, University of Toronto Centre for Urban &

Community Studies 
Adam Silavs, Neo-Cordelliers Front
Joann Simmons, Region of York, Community Services

Housing
Daniel Simunac, Urban Habitat Development Corporation
Nancy Singer, Kehilla Residential Program 
Michelle Sitaram, York University
Regan Smith, Woodgreen Community Centre
Sandra Smith, Toronto Disaster Relief Committee
Sarah Sniderhan, Davenport Perth Neighbourhood Centre
Matthew Somerville, Student, University of Toronto
Ed Sorbara, Toronto City Summit Alliance Housing Coalition
Jorge Sousa, Student, University of Toronto
David Spence, Policy Research, City Planning, City of Toronto
Sri-Guggan Sri-Skandarajah, Tamil Eelalm Society of Canada
James St. John, Building Trades
Roy St. John, Agnes MacPhail Seniors Housing Advisory Group
Kate Stark, Homes First Society 
Mel Starkman, Parkdale Activity Recreation Centre
Edward Starr, The Starr Group Inc.
Andy Stein, Office of the Honourable David Caplan, 

M.P.P. (Don Valley East), Provincial Minister of Public
Infrastructure Renewal

Angela Stephens, Nellie’s
Doug Stuart, CRC Self Help
Rosanne Taibi, Warden Woods
David Tang, Gowling Lafleur Henderson
Frederick Tay, Student, York University
Justin Taylor, Greenwin Property Management Inc.
Councillor Michael Thompson, Ward 37, City of Toronto
Maureen Thompson, Regent Park Community Health Centre
Debbie Thompson, Emily Stowe Shelter
Theresa Thornton, HOME
Mary Todorow, Advocacy Centre for Tenants–Ontario (ACTO)
Richard Tripodi, The Remington Group
Gabe Tropea, Region of York, Housing Development
Judy Tsao, Clear West Community Health Centre
Adrienne Urquart, Good Shepherd Ministries
Sandra Van, LAMP Community Health Centre
John Van Nostrand, Architects Alliance

Margaret Vandenbroucke, Homelessness Action Group
(Trinity St. Paul)

Elaine Vieth
Nicholas Volk, Toronto Community Housing
Deborah Wallace, Regional Homelessness Directorate,

Government of Canada 
Brian Walsh, Toronto Christian Resouce Centre
Howard Watson, Canadian Pensioners Concerned
Margaret Watson, Canadian Pensioners Concerned
Don Weitz, OCAP/Coalition Against Psychiatric Assault
Beverly Wells, Community Care East York
Yodit Wendim, Student, George Brown College
Diane Werner, POINT–People & Organizations in 

North Toronto
Philippa Wild, Ontario Ministry of Community and Social

Services
Terrance Williams, Parkdale Activity Recreation Centre
Brigitte Witkowski, Supportive Housing Coalition of

Metropolitan Toronto
Florence Wong, Yee Hong Centre for Geriatric Care
Bing Wong, Toronto Community Housing
Leslie Woo, Office of the Honourable David Caplan, M.P.P.

(Don Valley East), Minister of Public Infrastructure Renewal
Ronny Yaron, St. Lawrence Neighbourhood Association
Ruth Yeoman, Woodgreen Community Centre/Harm

Reduction Worker 
Mike Yorke, Carpenter’s Regional Council
Andrea Zammit, John Howard Society
Simon Zhong, Toronto Community Housing & Culture Centre
Peter Zimmerman, Let’s Build, City of Toronto
Ron Zinck, Schizophrenia Society of Ontario
Lizette Zuniga, Toronto Community Housing 
David Zurawell, Office of David Zimmer, M.P.P. (Willowdale)
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