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November 22 – National Housing Day

Mayors, but the FCM set up its National
Housing Policy Options Team to put some
municipal muscle behind the campaign to
end homelessness in Canada.

Every year since then, the National
Housing and Homelessness Network and the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities have
declared November 22 as National Housing
Day. The event is marked in many different
ways. In some municipalities, the mayor
issues a formal proclamation. Others have
events and actions.

Communities from Vancouver to
Edmonton to Parry Sound to Ottawa to
Halifax have marked National Housing Day
with a variety of events, from forums to
demonstrations.

The focus of National Housing Day is to
raise public awareness about the nation-wide
homelessness disaster and affordable
housing crisis; and to build support for the
One Percent Solution.
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TDRC National Housing Day, Toronto, November 22, 2003.

by Michael Shapcott

I n October of 1998, the Toronto Disaster
Relief Committee launched its national
campaign at a press conference and rally

attended by hundreds of people at the
Church of The Holy Trinity in downtown
Toronto.
The campaign had two parts:

1.  Disaster Declaration. We urged the
federal government to declare homelessness
a national disaster. Under federal disaster
relief legislation, once a disaster (such as a
flood, an ice storm or a forest fire) is
declared, then the government gets involved
to provide both emergency relief and long-
term help in re-building.

2.  One Percent Solution. We called on
the federal government to commit an
additional one percent of its federal budget
(which, at that time, was about $2 billion
annually) for new social housing.

Within days, hundreds of organizations
and individuals across the country had
signed onto this important new campaign.
One of our most important victories came on
November 22, 1998 – just about one month
after we launched our campaign – when the
Big City Mayors’ Caucus of the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities adopted the
disaster declaration.

The Big City Mayors’ represented the ten
largest cities in Canada. Their decision to
endorse the disaster declaration played a key
role in putting homelessness – and the One
Percent Solution – onto the national political
agenda. Less than six months later, at the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities’
annual meeting (which represents thousands
of municipal governments across Canada),
not only followed the lead of the Big City

The Toronto Disaster Relief Committee
has marked National Housing Day over the
past six years with a variety of events,
including community meals, rallies, music,
speeches and actions.  •••
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Lunch With The Mayor
by Bonnie Briggs

Hi guys, I’m back. It’s time for another
Lunch With Bonnie. This time, my guest
was the friendly, approachable,
outspoken, Mayor of Toronto and my
friend, David Miller. Sarah Ayers, (who
was my last Lunch guest), and I arrived at
City Hall for the launch of a new book
called Finding Room. This book was co-
edited by our own David Hulchansky and
Michael Shapcott. It is a collection of
essays about affordable housing.

The launch lasted for about a half
hour. We met up with Carmen who is
David’s assistant and waited for David to
finish talking to people.  Then we were
led down the stairs to David’s office and
into the boardroom. I had decided to use a
tape recorder this time, so I set it up and
we got started.

I asked David to give me a little bit of
his background. How did he get from
there to here? He came to Canada with his
mother in 1967 because his mother
believed that there would be more
opportunities for them. He grew up in
Ottawa where they lived with his uncle.
David liked to read and play sports such
as soccer and rugby.

David received a scholarship from
Harvard University in Boston. He wanted
to know how the economy worked, so he
studied economics. David went to law
school and became a lawyer. Part of his
work was immigrant and refugee work
and the other part was representing
corporation shareholders who were
fighting each other.  David left that to get
involved in politics. In 1994, he ran in the
election and became Metro councillor for
Parkdale-High Park. That’s how he
became involved in working with
homeless issues.

When David was going to school, he
noticed that the school was a mix of
middle income kids who lived in single-
family homes and kids who lived in rent-
geared-to-income housing. (RGI) David
and his mother lived in an apartment
building. He saw how the RGI kids were
treated and he became very interested in
issues of housing and equity.

I asked David if he thinks that the
book, Finding Room, would have an
impact. He hopes so.   Since the federal
government cut support for housing, a lot

of rental housing was not built. David
Miller thinks that the book, Finding
Room, has come out just at the right time
because the federal government has made
new commitments to put more money into
housing and the provincial government is
also talking about affordable housing. The
important thing now is to turn that talking
and those commitments into action.
Finding Room is a collaborative effort by
housing activists, the Chief Economist
from the TD Bank, the Head of the Board
of Trade, and others. David hopes that the
government will take notice of this book.
He describes the book as a “cookbook.”
“The recipe is there…we just need to bake
the bread.”

I asked David if he felt that TDRC
would make an impact on homelessness.
He said that every resident of Toronto has
the right to a home, and that the City can
do a lot to help with that. We need to
build a variety of homes; regular,
supportive, etc.

I mentioned that there is one line in the
foreword that I didn’t agree with, and that
is, “Home is not a place you want to go,
it’s where you have to go” (Robert Frost).
I thought a home should be both. David
agreed, and said that he meant it that way.
Home is where you have to go because
it’s your home. Having a home is a right,
it’s not a privilege. David feels that belief
has been forgotten in Canada. The belief

now seems to be that having a home is a
privilege.

I reminded David of the $14 million
that was allocated to housing by City
Council in its last budget, and asked him
when they were going to move on it.
David said that they have been really
trying to move on it all year. He also said
that several projects funded through the
Supportive Communities Partnerships
Initiative (SCPI) have been approved. He
cautioned that not all the funding has
been allocated, but that most of it has
been. Construction for some of these
projects will start next year.

I then moved on to the waterfront
development which is supposed to
include “affordable” housing. My
question is, affordable for whom? The
Mayor answered by saying that I was
right to be cautious about that. He also
said that when they talk about the
waterfront development, they are talking
about the land east of Yonge Street, and
that nothing has been built there yet. He
agreed that the housing truly needs to be
affordable. He’d heard that at least 40%
of working families pay more than 50%
of their income on housing. We need
affordable housing for families and
homeless people and both groups should
have access to homes on the waterfront.
The waterfront needs to be accessible to

Continued on next page
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Lunch With Bonnie — David Miller
everyone, low income, homeless and
wealthy alike and it should be vibrant,
alive and successful.

At this point, our lunch arrived.
Sandwiches and juice for all. I had a
roasted chicken sandwich, David Miller
and Sarah both had grilled avocado
sandwiches.

As we were eating lunch, I asked
David if there was going to be any City-
owned lands allocated for housing.
Between bites, he said that there was:
there are projects in Scarborough that had
been approved months ago and in
Etobicoke. He had been at a Habitat For
Humanity project that morning which was
being built on City-owned land. Ten
townhouses are being built for families.

David feels that it is very important to
use the City’s resources in this way. I
complained that Habitat for Humanity
only builds for people who already have
homes, sub-standard though they may be.
David responded that Habitat is building
for people who can’t afford to live where
they are now. He did tell me that a number
of the “Let’s Build” projects were for
homeless people and that the City is trying
to meet the many needs of the homeless.

Is it possible to end homelessness
forever? David’s answer? Absolutely,
people need programs to help homeless
people meet the challenges of getting off
the street and finding a place to call home.
The City is working with both levels of
government to make them recognize that
fact.

I asked David for his suggestions on
how to fight the NIMBY’ism, (Not In My
Backyard), from people who don’t want
affordable housing in their
neighbourhoods. He gave me three
suggestions. 1. You have to show political
leadership, 2. Show them successful
projects that have worked in other
neighbourhoods, and 3. Consult with the
neighbours; show them how it can really
work.

We were getting down near the end of
the interview, so I asked David if he had a
quote or a thought that he would like to
leave with my readers. He thought for a
moment, and then said, “The City is a
champion of making sure that everyone
has a home, whether it’s a family that
can’t afford its rent, or whether it’s

someone who simply doesn’t have a
home. The City’s their champion, and
that’s the way it should be. I’m proud that
the City has that role, and I’m proud to be
able to play a small part in it.”

What suggestions would David have
for advocates and people on the street,
what should we do? He said, you have to
focus on the Federal and Provincial
Governments, not just on the City. The
City is a friend of advocates, not their
enemy. The City is limited in the way they
respond to issues because of the way
they’re funded. Most of the tax money
generated goes to the Federal and
Provincial Governments, so advocates
need to target them, not just the City.

David also suggested that advocates
also need to show the public successful
examples of housing that has been built
and show the public that affordable
housing can and does work. That is the
way to build support for what needs to be
done. This would greatly help the City

push to get housing built. Attacking the
City is not the answer.

Now, our interview was over. I thanked
David for doing the interview. He said that
he enjoyed being on Lunch With Bonnie,
that it was great. I ended off by saying that
I hoped we could continue working with
him to get housing built and get people off
the street. David Miller said that the City
is doing its best.

As Sarah and I left City Hall, we saw a
tent with “Something can be done about
it” written on the side. Although it had
nothing to do with homelessness, (it was
about volunteering), I thought, how
appropriate. Yes, something can be done
about it, something must be done about it,
and something will be done about it! We
will end homelessness! Housing, not
hostels!

Now, I go in search of my next
vic…er…ah…I mean, guest.  Are you my
next guest?

•••

New Housing Books
Finding Room is a new housing policy book that provides
practical solutions to Canada’s nation-wide affordable rental
housing crisis.  The co-editors are Dr. David Hulchanski, a
leading housing scholar, and Michael Shapcott, a long-time
housing advocate.  There are 27 chapters written by two dozen
experts from community groups, social housing, private sector
and the government.  The book is written for people who want
to know more about the range of solutions that are required.
More information on the book, some sample chapters, and on-
line ordering information is available by logging onto
www.urbancentre.utoronto.ca.

Social Determinants of Health: Canadian Perspectives is a new
book that summarizes how socio-economic factors affect the
health of Canadians, surveys the current state of eleven social
determinants of health across Canada, and provides an analysis
of how these determinants affect Canadians’ health.  In each
case, the book explores what policy options would contribute to
better health outcomes, and how to ensure that these options are
pursued.  Edited by Dennis Raphael, this book investigates 11
areas, examining the social safety net, and even has two
chapters specifically on housing: Housing by Michael Shapcott,
and Housing and Health by Toba Bryant.  For more information
on this book, please visit www.atkinson.yorku.ca/draphael or to
order online visit www.cspi.org/books/s/socialdeter.htm

Food For Thought
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This year the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee will be holding The Great Sleep Out for National
Housing Day.  We will first hold a community meal on Sunday November 21st and sleep out at
Toronto’s City Hall.  On Monday, November 22nd - National Housing Day - we will march up to
Queen’s Park for a rally and a second night to sleep out.  TDRC wants the Ontario Liberals to uphold
their promises for affordable social housing.  Our housing demands for Dalton McGuinty are as follows:

List of Housing Demands
Since it was elected in October of 2003, the McGuinty government has
followed in the footsteps of the Harris government and continued to block
the flow of almost $350 million in federal housing dollars to help low-
income households find a good place to call home. This includes $245
million in federal funds promised in November of 2001 and another $100
million in February 2001.  Ontario is supposed to match those dollars - for a
total of almost $700 million in new housing funding.  The McGuinty
government in Ontario must:

 (1) Immediately honour its promise to fund 20,000 new affordable homes by
honouring the commitment made in November of 2001 to match federal
housing dollars in Ontario;

 (2) Immediately honour its election promise to fund 35,000 new rent
supplements for low-income households;

 (3) Immediately move to increase income assistance (including Ontario
Works and Ontario Disability Support Program) and the minimum wage;
and,

 (4) Adopt the One Percent Solution, a comprehensive strategy to end
homelessness and ease the affordable housing crisis by increasing provincial
funding for emergency relief (including homeless shelters) and increasing
provincial funding for new social housing (including supports for those who
need them).  The One Percent Solution includes additional social housing
units, more rent supplements, additional funding for emergency relief and
more funding for supportive and alternative housing (including harm-
reduction housing).
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Nameless-Homeless

I SEE YOU I HEAR YOU
drugged to death by stoned shrinks
I SEE YOU I HEAR YOU
forced to run for your lives
from psychoprisons where
you can feel the fear, taste the
violence of forced drugging/
electroshock/physical restraints/solitary
queen st.
the clarke
whitby
penetang
the wellesley
scarborough-centenary
mt. sinai
st. mikes
st. joseph
north york general

I SEE YOU I HEAR YOU
in rundown cockroached rooms
where you’re searched and drugged
by ACT teams-psychiatric police
serving and protecting their ass
shooting your ass with chemical bullets
sanitized as “chemical restraint”
on the wards, in your homes
no safe house/no crisis centre/no refuge
where you’re listened to,
accepted, respected
easy targets for bioshrinks
committed to
preventive detention and torture -
“treatment for your own good”

I SEE YOU I HEAR YOU
nameless-homeless
in bullet-holed buses
in sardine-packed stinking shelters
in violent satan houses
in psychoprisons
no hope of welfare and healthcare
euphemisms for couldn’t-care-less

I SEE YOU I HEAR YOU
i smell your despair
i see fear in your eyes
i taste violence in the slop
thrown at you in solitary
i feel their crimes and injustice
in their courts & prisons

i feel the violence
in our streets
in empty buildings
barricades in queen’s park
where OPP robocops
security goons
obstruct-and-harass
assault us with bullshit charges of
trespass-mischief-unlawful assembly-
participation in a riot-incitement to riot-
assault police
when the cops are cracking our heads,
breaking our arms
beating us,
charging-trampling brothers-and-sisters
exposing political lies
shouting painful truths
demanding housing
for standing up with you
for fighting for our human rights
for linking arms in struggle and solidarity

Listen up everybody
we’re not goin to city hall
we’re not goin to metro hall
we’re not goin to queen’s park

WE’RE GOIN IN THE STREETS
marching proud singin loud
marchin proud-shoutin loud
in lastman’s face
in eve’s face
in in fantino’s face
in mcguinty’s face
in martin’s face

NO JUSTICE-NO PEACE
WE SHOUT-WE CHANT
LOUD AND STRONG AND LONG
IN OUR HEARTS, IN OUR SOULS
WE’RE MARCHIN TOGETHER LOUD
AND STRONG
IN SOLIDARITY FOREVER
FIGHTING TO WIN!

Don Weitz is an antipsychiatry and social
justice activist, a member of the Coalition
Against Psychiatric Assault (CAPA) and the
Ontario Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP),
and producer-host of ‘Antipsychiatry Radio’
on CKLN (88.1FM) in Toronto..

These are excerpts from a revised version of Don Weitz’s NAMELESS-HOMELESS
written in 2000.  This rant is dedicated to the thousands of homeless people
including psychiatric survivors in Toronto, in memory of the many brothers and
sisters on the street who died and will die, and my close friend and legendary
streetworker Harvey (Alf) Jackson who died 7 years ago in Cabbagetown.

What’s Up with TDRC?
Since our last newsletter, we have been

working closely around various issues with
all three levels of government.

Back in August, we held a solidarity
meal in partnership with the Ontario
Coalition Against Poverty (OCAP) to Stop
the Sweeps.  People who were sleeping at
Nathan Phillips Square were reporting that
outreach vans were not being allowed onto
the square and there was a push to drive
everyone out.  TDRC was assured by the
city at that time that no one would be
removed from the square and that outreach
vans would not be stopped from reaching
people.  Since that time, we have continued
to get mixed messages about what’s
happening at Nathan Phillips Square and we
are monitoring the situation to make sure
that people are being reached by outreach
workers.

In early September, we were Calling on
the Feds - a follow up action to our Vote for
Housing Fax-a-thon where 120
organizations and 2500 individuals signed
our petition to vote for affordable social
housing and the necessary supports for those
who need them.  Homeless people called
each political party to ask what they will do
to implement an affordable social housing
program – Libby Davies from the NDP was
the only party representative that we were
able to speak with; the Liberals,
Conservatives, and the Bloq all directed to
voice mail.

In October, we held an all day training
for our Speaker’s Bureau, which is a group
of TDRC members who are or have been
homeless themselves.  These individuals will
go out to various speaking engagements to
promote TDRC and talk about the realities
of the housing and homelessness crisis.

Cathy Crowe and Michael Shapcott
recently met with the new federal housing
minister, Joe Fontana.  Minister Fontana has
been going across the country to get a better
idea of the degree of our housing and
homelessness crisis.

Currently, we are gearing up for
National Housing Day – November 22nd.
Check out more about our action, The Great
Sleep Out in this newsletter.

— Sarah Ayers, Admin Assistant
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HOMELESS WHO HAVE DIED IN 2004

Brian Vanhambur January
Roy Brownlie January. 2
George St. Pierre January
Randy Wise January 24
Vito Desimisi January
James Kagoshima February. 17
Albert Katigagyok February
Donald Charles Wesley March. 14
Judy “Julie” Lupa March
Ryck Webb April
John McRae April 8
John Doe April 15
John Doe April 19
John Doe May 7
John Doe May 8
John Doe May 15
Albert Thomas Lucas May 20
Melissa (Smurf) May 20
David Mascarin June 1
Thomas Bain June 2
Carlos Hernandez June 11
Randy Angrove June 18
John Doe June 21
John Doe June 21
Bill Russell June 25
Allan Spoon July 3
James Draper July 3
John Doe July 13
John Doe July 14
Cam Baker July 14
Remi Spence July 31
John Doe August 8
John Doe August 12
Barbara Lee Clarke August 20
Will Fenton August 31

Homeless Deaths: We Remember
On October 8, 1998, the Toronto

Disaster Relief Committee was formed.
Around that time my good friend and
colleague Beric German was quoted as
saying, “Homelessness is a national
disaster, but the number of homeless
deaths is a national scandal.”

For the last few years the TDRC and
the Church of the Holy Trinity have held a
vigil/memorial at 12 noon on the second
Tuesday of every month – EVERY
MONTH – and we add names of homeless
men and women who we have confirmed
have died. Every month, Sarah Ayers, our
staff person in the TDRC office, spends
hours calling the coroner, calling social
agencies, trying to track down names of
people who have died so we can remember
them.

The memorial usually lasts half an hour.
It is held outside, on the steps of the
Church of the Holy Trinity beside the
Eaton Centre. It is informal, and we
welcome and need people to join us. A free
meal is provided, inside, immediately
afterwards, and bus tickets are available for
those who need transportation. Every vigil
is different, with a character of its own, and
is both spiritual and political.

We invite each of you to attend our
memorial. These are the names we have
added in 2004:

No one is taking responsibility for tracking homeless deaths in our city.
Please think about how you can help inform us.
Call Sarah Ayers or myself at 416-599-8372.
Future vigil dates are: December 14 and January 11.
Cathy Crowe, Street Nurse

A special thanks to
John Bonnar for
his support of

our actions and
for supplying

us with these photos
for us to use.

We would also
like to thank

Robert Callaghan
(out.con@sympatico.ca)
for layout and design of

this publication.
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Solidarity Meal at City Hall
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Calling The Feds



Consider making a financial donation to help end homelessness. If you need a receipt for income tax purposes,
make the cheque payable to: “Phoenix Community Works Foundation” and write on the bottom of your cheque that
the donation is for the “Homeless Project.”  If the tax receipt is not of concern, please make the cheque payable
to the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee.

Please accept this donation of:

      [  ]$10  [  ]$25  [  ]$50  [  ] $100  [  ] $250   [  ] $__________

Name _____________________________________________________________

Tel _______________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________________________

Please return your donation with this form to:
Toronto Disaster Relief Committee, 6 Trinity Square, Toronto, ON M5G 1B1

TDRC Needs Your Financial Support!

Street Nurse
A powerful point-of-view documentary that explores the streets
of Toronto through the eyes of CATHY CROWE, a woman who
calls herself a “street nurse” because her patients live there.

Directed, written and produced by
SHELLY SAYWELL.

A new booklet containing black and white photographs by
Christopher Bognat, a worker with the Canadian Auto Workers
Local 112, provides pictures highlighting our current housing
crisis and homelessness disaster. Editorials by Toronto and
York Region Labour Council President John Cartwright and
others accompany the photographs and describe the story of
the close connection of homelessness and labour. Order from
the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee (TDRC):

NeNeNeNeNew Price:w Price:w Price:w Price:w Price:
$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Get Yt Yt Yt Yt Yourourourourours Ts Ts Ts Ts Todaodaodaodaoday! Limity! Limity! Limity! Limity! Limited Supply!!ed Supply!!ed Supply!!ed Supply!!ed Supply!!

Homelessness: A Message
For Working Canadians

Available from the TTTTTorororororontontontontonto Disasto Disasto Disasto Disasto Disaster Rer Rer Rer Rer Relief Committelief Committelief Committelief Committelief Committee:ee:ee:ee:ee:
6 Trinity Square, Toronto ON  M5G 1B1
Phone 416-599-8372 Fax: 416-599-5445 Email: tdrc@tdrc.net
$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 for gror gror gror gror groups & organizationsoups & organizationsoups & organizationsoups & organizationsoups & organizations
please add $5 fplease add $5 fplease add $5 fplease add $5 fplease add $5 for shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costs

Shelter From The Storm
A New Film by Michael Connolly
Shelter From The Storm follows TDRC working with residents of Canada’s
most famous squatter encampment: Tent City. NoNoNoNoNow updatw updatw updatw updatw updatededededed to include
the eviction and rent subsidy program.

Copies for individual or non-profit groups are available from the Toronto
Disaster Relief Committee: 6 Trinity Square, Toronto ON M5G 1B1

$20 f$20 f$20 f$20 f$20 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for gror gror gror gror groupsoupsoupsoupsoups

add $5 fadd $5 fadd $5 fadd $5 fadd $5 for shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costs
for institutional sales, email michaelconnolly@rogers.com or see

www.amistadvideoandfilm.com
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