
n exciting federal election in June and
a new Parliament has left housing
advocates asking the basic question: Is

the glass half-empty or half-full?
Cutting through the political fog,

everyone wants to know: Are we closer to
our goal of the One Percent Solution – a
fully-funded, comprehensive national
housing and homelessness strategy? Will
we finally get homes for all?
There are some positive signs:
•  three of the four political parties in
Parliament promised to take strong action
to build more affordable housing during
the election campaign;
•  the governing party – the Liberals –
promised $1.5 billion over the next five
years. That’s on top of the $1 billion over
five years that they promised earlier.
•  two other parties in the Commons – the
New Democratic Party and the Bloc
Quebecois – both promised to support the
One Percent Solution: $2 billion annually
for new homes.
•  the Liberals have less than half the seats
in the Commons (this is called a
“minority” government), which means
that they will need the support of the NDP
and the Bloc in order to get enough votes
to govern.
•  in his new cabinet, Prime Minister Paul
Martin appointed a full-fledged Minister
of Housing. In recent years, housing has
been an add-on to other ministerial duties
(for instance, the last three senior housing
ministers had primary responsibility for
environment, transportation and public
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Glass Half Full or Empty?

works respectively) or housing has been
assigned to a junior minister with little
political heft. The new minister, Joe
Fontana, also has responsibility for
labour, but the fact that housing is
included in his job title is considered a
good sign.
•  and PM Martin has joined the federal
government’s homelessness programs
(including the Supporting Community
Partnerships Initiative) with the federal
housing programs under Minister
Fontana. In the past, homelessness was
separated from housing. The previous
homelessness minister, Claudette
Bradshaw, was constantly telling
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TDRC “I Vote For Housing” Faxathon, Toronto, June 2004.
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In Memory of Paul Rodgers:  “Feisty Friend, Fighting Activist”
Paul Rodgers was a long time activist and
advocate.  He died following a lengthy
illness on July 16, 2004.  The following
remembrance was written and read by
Don Weitz at a funeral service for Paul
held in Toronto on July 21, 2004.  Those
who knew Paul will miss him very much.

With the death of Paul, I have lost and
we have lost  a feisty friend and fighting
activist. I was going to visit Paul again
last  Saturday at the Baycrest Centre for
Geriatic Care , but learned he died  that
Friday. He was 68. I didn’t get to say
goodbye to Paul, so now is my  chance.

I first met Paul over 25 years ago in
the late 1970s when he joined On Our
Own (originally called Ontario Mental
Patients Association). It was the  first self-
help group of psychiatric survivors in
Ontario. As one of the  first members of
On Our Own, Paul was a proud and
articulate member. He had  strong views
and opinions on psychiatry and the so-
called “mental health  system”, and he
never hesitated to voice them at meetings
- loudly - forcefully - clearly; very loudly
- very forcefully - very clearly. When
Paul spoke out at On Our Own or
community meetings, there was no doubt
where he stood—whether the issue was
forced psychiatric drugging,
electroshock, homelessness, lack of
affordable housing in Parkdale,  welfare,
disability, co-optation. Paul frequently
used his sharp political  mind to analyze
and criticize incompetent officials and
abusive  psychiatrists which seem to grow
exponentially each year. I shared his
intense dislike of psychiatry and
bureaucracy, his outrage at social
injustice and coverups in the health,
psychiatric and welfare systems. Like
myself, Paul sometimes found himself as
a lone dissenter during heated discussions
on psychiatric survivor and housing
issues. Paul never backed  down, and I
liked and respected him for that. I like to
believe we shared  this quality.

As most or all of us know, Paul was a
deeply committed housing activist. He
was one of the original members of the
Rupert Coalition, which formed after that
tragic fire in December 1989 which took
the lives of several people in  a Parliament
St. rooming house near Queen St. in

downtown Toronto. During  the last few
years while Paul was fighting cancer and
pain, I’d see him  show up in his
wheelchair or electric scooter at the
annual Rupert Memorial  in December to
join many of us in commemorating and
payng respect to these  and many other
victims of government neglect and public
indifference to  poor and homeless people
in the city - and pressuring the
government to  start building affordable
and safe housing for thousands of
homeless  brothers and sisters on the
street.

When Paul spoke out about
discrimination, abuse and injustice, he felt
it  and he made you feel it at a visceral
level.  You could hear and feel the
anguish, the anger, the rage in his voice. I
also remember seeing and hearing Paul at
some general meetings of the Ontario
Coalition  Against Poverty which he
attended last year and the year before. He
spoke  out and supported many OCAP
decisions and actions, especially those
dealing  with housing, welfare, and
disability or ODSP.

I also got to know Paul as an
antipsychiatry activist.  Like some of us
Paul was strongly opposed to the
psychiatric system and openly critical of
the so-called “mental health system.” I
think he identified himself as
antipsychiatry - mainly a result of his

painful  experiences of abuse at the
former Lakeshore Psychiatric Hospital
and Queen  Street. A few years ago in the
mid-90s, I’d see Paul with his cane or on
his scooter at demos organized by the No
Force Coalition protesting the  Harris-
Tory government’s draconian Bill 68 (so-
called “Brian’s Law’), which  authorized
community treatment orders or forced
drugging in the community.  Paul also
shared our outrage against electroshock
(ECT).  He participated  with several of
us shock survivors and supporters in anti-
shock protests in  front of Queen St. and
the Clarke Institute.

Up until a little over a year ago, Paul
also participated in Psychiatric Survivor
Pride Day in Toronto which is usually
held in September. On or off his
wheelchair, he marched and celebrated
with us. During his last few years, Paul
became religious. While in palliative care
at Baycrest, Paul was in the process of
converting to Judaism.  He consulted
with or studied with a rabbi. He once
asked me to bring him a copy of  Psalm
145, a Hymn of Praise by David in the
Old Testament. It was one of  his
favorites.

So goodbye and farewell, feisty friend
and fighting activist. If I had a  glass of
Manischewitz wine, I would toast you -
L’CHAIM and SHALOM.
— Don Weitz  •••
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how bad the apartment was. She was
getting sick and having violent
headaches. Someone told her that she
might have a gas leak in the apartment,
so she called in the gas company. They
found most of the major leaks coming
from the stove and that they had been
there for two years - the whole time that
Sarah was living in the apartment!  The
other leak was more recent; it was
coming from a new gas meter that the
gas company had put in and had not
tightened properly.

Sarah was not aware of her tenant
rights and so didn’t know that she could
have taken her landlord to court and
gotten all her past rent back. She took
$100.00 off the rent cheque. When her
landlord complained, Sarah told him
that she almost died because of the gas
leaks and that she could have blown
herself and the landlord up, along with
his family and his house every time she
lit up a cigarette. The landlord said she

Lunch With Bonnie — Sarah Ayers
by Bonnie Briggs

Hey readers, it’s me, I’m back. Miss
me? Today I had lunch with Sarah
Ayers, new staff person for TDRC. I met
Sarah at The Peel Pub and we went
inside to a completely empty room with
a very noisy tennis match playing on the
big screen TVs. After waiting a few
minutes for a server, we placed our
orders. Sarah, being a vegetarian,
ordered spaghetti with tomato sauce and
I ordered a grilled chicken fillet platter.
We also asked the
waitress to turn down
the TV so we could
talk, which she did.

Sarah was
homeless for four
months when she was
sixteen. She lived in a
car and in a youth
shelter. She finally
got a shit-hole
basement apartment,
which was close to school and was the
only place she could afford on welfare.
This apartment had bugs, although no
cockroaches, and it had mice, three
major gas leaks and one minor one, the
bathroom was a little crawlspace under
the stairs.

When I asked Sarah how she became
homeless, she said that she had been
living in her grandfather’s house with
her mother where her father made her
pay rent, even though he lived with his
own parents elsewhere and gave her a
10:00 PM curfew. Because she worked
until 9:00 and got a ride home with a
co-worker, she often didn’t get home
until 10:00. The third time she was
thirty seconds late getting home, her
father instructed her mother to lock the
door for good and told her to get out.
After that, Sarah spent many nights
sleeping in her co-worker’s car. They
would spend the night driving around,
going to movies, and one time, they
went to Niagara Falls. A week later,
Sarah’s co-worker who was in the army
had to leave to go to an army base.
Sarah ended up in a youth shelter and
continued to go to high school.

Being in the shelter made it hard to
concentrate, write essays, and do
homework. The shelter curfews made it

hard to hold a job.
One day, she saw

housing listings in a
community centre and
went to look at an
apartment. She initially
turned it down because
of its poor condition,
but she later realized
that nothing else was
going to be available, so
she took it. Sarah told

me that she should
have realized
something was
wrong when she
did the interview
with the landlord,
because she
smelled gas in the
apartment. The
landlord assured
her that the smell
would eventually

go away, which it did,
but unbeknownst to her,
the leaks remained.
Even though the
apartment was in really
bad shape, she took it
because she realized
that she had to have her own place in
order to finish school. As was stated, the
shelters are not conducive to doing
schoolwork.

Because there was no space in the
shelter to do homework, and while
living in her car, she fell behind in her
math class. At the end of the school
year, the teacher told her that she was
failing, but said that she would pass
Sarah if she promised never to take
math again. Sarah made that promise.
She applied for a job at McDonald’s,
but didn’t get it. She decided to go back
to school because welfare was about to
cut her off. It was the year they brought
in workfare when recipients had to
work, volunteer, or go to school in order
to receive benefits. There was no way
she wanted to go back into the shelter
system. A guidance counsellor
suggested she go to college because she
could get OSAP and not have to worry
about welfare.

Around this time, Sarah realized just

The shelter
curfews
made it
hard to
hold a

job

“
”

Continued on page 6

Sarah Ayers, TDRC Administrative Assistant.
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TDRC FaxathonFilling The Glass
Continued from page 1
advocates that she was minister of
homelessness, not housing, so don’t
talk to her about housing.

So, that’s the good news. Lots of
attention to housing and homelessness
during the election campaign, and a
higher profile at the cabinet table.
Now, the reality check:
•  the Liberals are
notorious for
making promises
during elections
that they betray
once they are in
government. For
instance, the new
housing minister,
Joe Fontana, was
co-author
although with
Paul Martin of the
infamous 1990 Liberal housing study
that called for increased national
housing spending. During the last
decade that they were in power, the
Liberals did practically nothing to
follow through on the Martin-Fontana
recommendations. The Liberals make
lots of promises, but they are slow to
deliver.
•  the NDP and the Bloc are strong on
housing, but they have plenty of other
priorities as well. In a minority
government, there is a lot of horse-
trading among the political parties.
Housing could get lost in a
proliferation of issues, such as child
care, municipal infrastructure,
environment, missile defense and a
dozen others.
•  political rhetoric – even the positive
noises being made by the Liberals,
NDP and Bloc – don’t build homes.
Money does. And even if we get a
substantial new funding commitment in
next February’s federal budget, it will
be another year before the first new
homes will be ready.

The bottom line: We have a big
opportunity to make some important
gains in the new federal Parliament, but
only if we are strong and organized. We
can’t sit back and wait for the
politicians to do the right thing.

The National Housing and

Homelessness Network, the National
Coalition on Housing and
Homelessness and other national
groups with an interest in housing are
working together to press the feds for a
new national housing program.
Three specific goals:
1. Break the logjam around the $1
billion over five years already

committed by
the federal
government.
Most of this
money has not
been spent
(almost nothing
here in Ontario,
and very little
in the rest of the
country) due to
federal-
provincial and

federal-territorial squabbling. Also, the
federal Affordable Housing Program is
practically unworkable. it won’t create
truly affordable homes. So, we need to
get this money to work building new,
truly affordable homes.
2. Get new money flowing. The
Liberals promised $1.5 billion over five
years in the election campaign – that’s
not enough but it’s another step
forward. The NDP and Bloc both
promised about $2 billion annually –
which is the One Percent Solution. We
urgently need to ramp up new federal
spending on housing.
3. Invest the surplus. Every year,
Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation, the federal housing
agency, has a surplus of half a billion
dollars or more. In the coming years,
the surplus will grow as spending
commitments on existing social
housing starts to drop. This is a huge
chunk of money that needs to be
reinvested in new homes instead of sent
back to the federal treasury, as it is
now.

TDRC will be working with our
partners in the National Housing and
Homelessness Network in the coming
months to get as much as possible out
of the minority Parliament. Visit the
TDRC Web site or call our office for
the latest news. •••
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A special thanks to John Bonnar for
his support of our actions and for supplying

us with these photos of the Faxathon.

•••

We would also like to thank
Robert Callaghan (out.con@sympatico.ca)
for layout and design of this publication.
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Lunch With Bonnie — Sarah Ayers
Lunch With Bonnie

Sarah Ayers is new, that’s what!
Sarah is our new part time Admin
Assistant. Read lots more about Sarah in
“Lunch with Bonnie.” Say hello to her at
our monthly vigil or general members
meeting or our next action!

What else is new? Sarah has worked
to update and redesign our web site -
check it out - www.tdrc.net! Please
check out new information and useful
links! Sarah will also bring a much
needed fresh look to the TDRC office
which will include a new coat of paint
this fall!

Sarah successfully organized TDRC’s
Faxathon for Housing event earlier this
summer during the federal election. One-
hundred and twenty organizations and
2200 individuals joined the faxathon
campaign - reportedly the first of its kind
in Canada.

 Remember Musonda Kidd our
former TDRC coordinator? Musonda
was recently featured with her two
children in an article in Chatelaine.
Musonda is working with us to help
complete a list-serve which will make it
easier for us to communicate with you
by email.

What’s New at TDRC?

should not have been smoking in the
apartment. Sarah and the landlord ended
up in a yelling match. The landlord
offered to fix the stove, which had been
condemned by the gas company. The
landlord gave Sarah two weeks to get out.

Sarah found a new place in The
Renter’s News. It was a nice place, so
she put an application in, but the place
was taken. She then had a choice
between two places, one of which was
bigger. She considered taking it because
she could afford it on the Ontario
Student Assistance Plan. (OSAP) But
then she worried that the OSAP might
run out, and she wouldn’t be able to
afford it, so she took the smaller place.
It also had bugs, including roaches, no
stove, and extremely small windows.

I asked Sarah how she ended up
doing the work she’s doing now. She
went to an OCAP action, where they
took over the Cabbagetown Parade and
was inspired by their work. She also
worked with Anti-Racist Action. (ARA)

While taking the journalism program
at Humber College, one of her teachers
told her that she shouldn’t criticize the
government or say anything against the
government. He asked her to do an
article on squeegee kids because he
assumed by her appearance that she
knew some of them.  She had a really
rough time in journalism school; she
was always taunted by the other
students, so she dropped out of
journalism school and started doing
more work with OCAP.

Sarah went back to welfare and
convinced them to allow her to go to
school. She later went to George Brown
College and, in her words, made a mini-
career out of going to college. First, she
took the Assaulted Women Program and
then the Human Services Counsellor
program.

She also worked with Regent Park
Focus, but she felt it wasn’t for her, so
she began looking for work again. She
saw the notice for the TDRC job, put in
an application, went to two interviews,
and got the job, and is very happy with
it. She likes the opportunity to expand
what she’s doing, i.e. working on the
website.

I asked Sarah, “Are we making a
dent in homelessness?” She feels that
we are. She thinks that at
some point, homelessness
will be less then it is.
Sarah said that more
people are hearing about
homelessness and that we
are starting to change
people’s minds about it.
Sarah says that the list of
supporters for the Vote
For Housing Campaign is
very diverse. She hopes
that we will end homelessness.  It will
be a slow process, but at some point,
homelessness will be lessened. Of
course, we can’t do it alone; we all have
to work together. Sarah says that we
have to show people that affordable
housing is not a drain on their wallets,
that it is actually cheaper to house
someone than to leave them in a shelter.

Sarah told me that there is no shortage
of housing in the city, there is a shortage

of housing that people can
afford. She feels that
government should not be
running social housing, that
we need to find a better
system. I asked her if she had
a message to leave with the
readers. Her message was,
never give up, and never stop
trying, because if we keep
trying, then change is
possible.

About this time, the lunch crowd had
started filing in and it was getting noisy,
so we stopped the interview. I enjoyed my
lunch with Sarah Ayers. I wouldn’t mind
having lunch with her again sometime,
unofficially, of course. So, I hope you
enjoyed reading this column. Get ready,
because I’m coming after you next. Here I
come. Be afraid, be very afraid. •••

Never stop
trying,
because if we
keep trying,
then change
is possible

“

”

 Danielle Koyama has left the TDRC
Steering Committee but plans to carry on
her work with TDRC as co-chair of the
Action Subcommittee. Danielle is busy
now working at Woodgreen Community
Centre with former Tent City residents in
the successful rent supplement program.
The famous “Dri,” Rainer Dreimeyer, a
former Tent City resident is our newest
addition to the Steering Committee
member and we are sure he will add a
unique and grounded perspective to the
issues we face.

We’re doing all the rest of our usual
work - outreach to organizations,
working at City Hall, meeting or
attempting to meet with various housing
ministers provincially and federally, and
planning for National Housing Day -
November 22. Other projects we are
working on include curriculum guides
for schools, a speakers’ bureau and a big
music event for 2005! Stay tuned or
check out our fall general members
meetings - first Thursday of every month
to learn more and how to get involved!

— Cathy Crowe, RN

Continued grom page 3
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Disappointing TB Inquest Results
by Kathy Hardill

Many of you will recall that the
problem of tuberculosis (TB) among
Toronto’s homeless population erupted
into a full blown TB outbreak discovered
in the shelter system in early 2001.  Three
homeless men died of this ancient disease.
TDRC and the TB Action Group (TBAG)
lobbied for an inquest into one of those
deaths.  This was granted, and the
Coroner’s Office convened an
investigation into the death of Mr. Joseph
Teigesser, a homeless man who had
stayed in a number of downtown shelters.

The inquest began in late 2003.
Unfortunately, it was interrupted for a
number of reasons.  It reconvened in
March 2004 and the jury tabled its
recommendations in May of the same
year.  This inquest was fraught with
difficulties from start to finish.  The TB
Action Group was granted legal standing
at the inquest, which meant that it was
able to hire lawyers, call witnesses, and
cross examine other witnesses.
Frustratingly, TBAG was denied
permission to call a number of key
witnesses who could have provided the
jury with a clear, comprehensive picture
of homelessness with its dangerously
crowded conditions and the complex
patterns of movements from day shelter to
overnight shelter to soup kitchen, etc.
TBAG attempted to get permission to take
the jury on a walking tour of the
neighbourhood in which the outbreak
occurred, so that they could see for
themselves how social conditions
contributed to this outbreak.  This was not
allowed.  TBAG attempted to introduce
witnesses who could testify to the value
of using rent supplements as a strategy to
remove homeless people with health
vulnerabilities from the shelter system
expeditiously.  Remarkably, this too was
disallowed.  It was extremely difficult to
introduce any evidence on housing, as
various lawyers and the Coroner’s
Counsel consistently objected to any such
attempts.

Despite the narrowly limited scope of
the inquest, all the lawyers involved –
including those representing the Coroner,
the City of Toronto, the physicians, the
Salvation Army shelter and an Aboriginal
services coalition – agreed to a list of

recommendations which included, first
and foremost, a recommendation that the
federal and provincial governments
implement an affordable social housing
strategy.  The list of joint
recommendations also included a call to
raise social assistance rates, and to
improve funding to day shelters (also
known as drop in centers) to reduce
crowding.

However, unbelievably, despite
agreement from all parties involved, the
jury brought forth a very short list of
recommendations pertaining only to
improved funding to Toronto Public
Health, improving TB system
infrastructure and reviewing shelter
ventilation systems.  Although they are
valid recommendations, it was hugely
disappointing that housing and poor
shelter conditions were not addressed.
TBAG and TDRC had hoped that the
inquest could have provided a context
from which to call for more rent
supplements to allow homeless people

with diseases such as HIV/AIDS, cancer
and Hepatitis C – all of whom are at grave
risk from TB – to get out of the shelters
and into safe housing.  Alas, it was not to
be.

TBAG has decided to request a
judicial review, which is similar to an
appeal.  The group has concerns that the
final instructions to the jury may have
caused them to unnecessarily limit their
recommendations.  As we head into
another winter, with thousands of
seriously ill people crowded together,
unavoidably coughing and sneezing on
one another, we can only hope that there
will be some way to convey to officials
that getting people out of the shelter
system will save lives and quite possibly
prevent a much larger outbreak of
infectious disease.  The shelter system
escaped SARS, but we will not be able
to dodge such bullets indefinitely.
We must convince officials that an
ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure. •••



Consider making a financial donation to help end homelessness. If you need a receipt for income tax purposes,
make the cheque payable to: “Phoenix Community Works Foundation” and write on the bottom of your cheque that
the donation is for the “Homeless Project.”  If the tax receipt is not of concern, please make the cheque payable
to the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee.

Please accept this donation of:

      [  ]$10  [  ]$25  [  ]$50  [  ] $100  [  ] $250   [  ] $__________

Name _____________________________________________________________

Tel _______________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

E-Mail_____________________________________________________________

Please return your donation with this form to:
Toronto Disaster Relief Committee, 6 Trinity Square, Toronto, ON M5G 1B1

TDRC Needs Your Financial Support!

Street Nurse
A powerful point-of-view documentary that explores the streets
of Toronto through the eyes of CATHY CROWE, a woman who
calls herself a “street nurse” because her patients live there.

Directed, written and produced by
SHELLY SAYWELL.

A new booklet containing black and white photographs by
Christopher Bognat, a worker with the Canadian Auto Workers
Local 112, provides pictures highlighting our current housing
crisis and homelessness disaster. Editorials by Toronto and
York Region Labour Council President John Cartwright and
others accompany the photographs and describe the story of
the close connection of homelessness and labour. Order from
the Toronto Disaster Relief Committee (TDRC):

NeNeNeNeNew Price:w Price:w Price:w Price:w Price:
$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Ge$5 Each! Get Yt Yt Yt Yt Yourourourourours Ts Ts Ts Ts Todaodaodaodaoday! Limity! Limity! Limity! Limity! Limited Supply!!ed Supply!!ed Supply!!ed Supply!!ed Supply!!

Homelessness: A Message
For Working Canadians

Available from the TTTTTorororororontontontontonto Disasto Disasto Disasto Disasto Disaster Rer Rer Rer Rer Relief Committelief Committelief Committelief Committelief Committee:ee:ee:ee:ee:
6 Trinity Square, Toronto ON  M5G 1B1
Phone 416-599-8372 Fax: 416-599-5445 Email: tdrc@tdrc.net
$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 f$20 each / $40 for gror gror gror gror groups & organizationsoups & organizationsoups & organizationsoups & organizationsoups & organizations
please add $5 fplease add $5 fplease add $5 fplease add $5 fplease add $5 for shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costs

Shelter From The Storm
A New Film by Michael Connolly
Shelter From The Storm follows TDRC working with residents of Canada’s
most famous squatter encampment: Tent City. NoNoNoNoNow updatw updatw updatw updatw updatededededed to include
the eviction and rent subsidy program.

Copies for individual or non-profit groups are available from the Toronto
Disaster Relief Committee: 6 Trinity Square, Toronto ON M5G 1B1

$20 f$20 f$20 f$20 f$20 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for individual use / $40 for gror gror gror gror groupsoupsoupsoupsoups

add $5 fadd $5 fadd $5 fadd $5 fadd $5 for shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costsor shipping costs
for institutional sales, email michaelconnolly@rogers.com or see

www.amistadvideoandfilm.com
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